THE  UR3AN  DISTRICT  COIR.  OIL  OF 
BLAENAVOiT . 

MEDICi.L  OFFICER'S  ANNUAL  RE  - CRT 
FOR  THE  ffi^R,  194-5. 


THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OR  BLAENAVGN . 


m Medical  Officer’ s /mnua^l  Report-  for  the-  Year-,  1945. 

Councillor  Miss  Lewis  cc  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  my  Tenth  Annual  Report 
regarding  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Urban  District 
of  Blaenavon  for  the  year  ended  3lst  December,  19-5,  The  rep  o rt 
is  prepared  on  similar  lines  as  that  for  1944, 

GENERAL  HEALTH  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Apart  from  Weil's  Disease  of  which,  a number  of  cases 
occurred  among  persons  employed  in  the  local  collieries,  there  were 
no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  requiring  special  comment . The  health 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  was  on  the  whole,  again  maintained 
at  a fairly  high  standard,  and  the  number  of  infectious  disease  cases 
notified,  apart  from  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever  was  exce'pt ionally  low. 

What  has  surprised  me  most  is  that  the  health  of  our  womenfolk  has 
not  been  affected  to  a greater  extent.  The  worries  cf  rationing  over 
so  long  a period,  and  the  waiting  in  queues,  often  in  cold  weather  and 
pouring  rain,  has  been  enough  to  undermine  the  health  of  the  strongest 
and  most  robust.  Coupled  .vith  this  is  the  fret  that  many  women 
with  wage  earners  and  children  in  the  homes,  often  deny  themselves 
of  most  of  the  butter,  bacon,  cheese,  etc.,  allowed  them  on  the  ration, 
and  give  it  to  the  wage  earners  and  children  whom,  they  argue  need  them 
mo  re  than  they  do. 

However,  conditions  could,  and  in  my  opinion  would  have 
been  worse  but  for  the  very  material  assistance  provided  by  the 
Collieries  and  Works  canteens,  and  the  schools  meals  and  milk,  which 
has  done  much  to  assist  in  the  mainte  ance  of  the  good  health  of  the 
workers  and  school  children  during  the  long  and  difficult  period 
thro ug h wh i c h v e have  passed. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN_  THE  ARE  a. 

WATER  SURREY . 

No  changes  were  brought  about  during  the  year  to  the 
district's  water  supply.  Other  than  the  supply  to  the  Pit  Head  Baths 
and  the  houses,  etc.,  in  the  ^arn-yr-env  area,  the  whole 'of  r-he 
district's  water  is  supplied  from  sources  within  the  urban  area,  and 
these  supplies  are  o n ed  and  controlled  by  the  local  authority. 

The  water  supply  during  the  period  under  review  was 
generally  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality. 

Twelve  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  were  made 
during  the  year;  nine  of  these  were  satisfactory  and  three  unsatis- 
factory. 

No  chemical  eliminations  of  water  were  carried  out.  Only  one 
small  supply  shows  plumbo -solvent  action,  and  in  this  case  the  services 
to  the  houses  are  of  galvanized  iron. 


GENERAL  INK)  RMATION  WATER  SUPPLY. 

N umb  e r of  Dw e 11  in  g ho  uses  in  the  area  2,610 

Estimated  population  1945  3,703 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  mains  - 

(I)  direct  to  house  2,538 

(II) by  means  of  standpipes  21 

( 111 ) by  s p rings  a rd  s t re  am s 51 

Approximate  Population  Supplied  from  Public  Mains,  etc., 

(l)direct  to  house  9,420 

(ll)by  means  of  standpipes  84 

(lll)by  springs  and  streams.  204 


was  recorded  in 


RAINFALL. 


The  district 
g ro und s of  No,’  2 


s rainfall  for  the  year,  which 
Reservoir  was  as  follows 


January 

1,86  inches. 

July 

5.73  inches 

February 

6.43 

A ug  us  t 

3.72 

March 

1.73 

Sept embe r 

4,78 

April 

3.04 

October 

6.73 

May 

3.04 

Nov  ember 

0.64 

June 

5.46 

December 

9.94 

Total 

for  year  51.15 

inches . 

DISTRICT'S  RAINFALL  DURING  PAST  10  YEARS . 


1936 

56.24  inches 

1937 

50.31 

1933 

46.32 

1939 

56.12 

1940 

46.37 

1941 

47,64 

1942 

47.13 

1943 

52.55 

1944 

47.13 

1945 

51.15 

DRAINAGE  ARP  SE^IERAGS . 


No  improvements  were  made  during  the  year  to  the  drainage 
and sewe rage  systems  in  the  area.  The  whole  of  the  district’s  sewage  is 
discharged  unticated  into  the  Avon  Llwyd . 


SCAVENGING  AND  CLEANSING . 

The  scavenging  and  cleansing  of  the  district,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Gwmavon  area,  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour; 
collections  are  made  three  times  a>  week.  No  cange  since  my  last 

re  po  rt , 


HOUSING . 

The  housing  position  in  the  district-  is-  little 
different  from  the  time  of  my  last  report,  when  I stated  that  - - 

Housing  is  still  a serious  and  difficult  problem 
in  the  area,  A large  number  of  houses , are  doubly  and  some  trebly 
occupied.  There  is  a big  waiting  list  for  Council  Houses,  and  the 

housing  shortage  in  the  district  is  really  acute.  It  is  true  that 
efforts  are  being  made  to  provide  housing  accommodation,  but  it  will 
I am  afraid,  be  a long  time,  even  after  building  operations  commence 
before  the  supply  comes  anywhere  near  the  demand.  At  the  present  time 
any  kind  of  acc  amnodation,  such  as  empty  shops,  redundant  licenced 
premises,  etc,,  are  being  used,  most  of  'h  ich  have  none  of  the 
amenities  and  little  of  the  comfort  which  is  necessary  for  a healthy 
and  contented  home  life. 


In  addition  to  the  shortage  of  houses,  a large 
number  of  dwellings  in  the  district  have  by  reason  of  age,  disrepair 
and  inherent  defects  become  unfit  for  habitation  and  should  be 
demolished.  Lack  of  proper  attention  during  the  six  years  of 

Yvar,  when  repair  work  to  housing  properties  has  been  more  or  less 
at  a standstill,  has  also  left  its  mark  on  the  better  type  of 
houses.  A number  of  serious  cases  of  overcrowding  exist,  none 
of  which  can  be  abated  until  more  housing  accommodation  is  provided. 
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At  the  time  of  the  preparation  of  this  report  fifty 
temporary  pre  fabs  and  fifty  permanent  prefabs  are  in  coarse  of 
erection.  V.hile  these  houses  are  very  acceptable,  with  a waiting 
list  of  about  640  for  Council  houses  it  will  be  seen  that  a large 
number  of  new  houses  are  still  required  to  satisfy  the  demand, 
and  I am  hoping  that  during  the  next  few  years  a sufficient 
number  will  be  built  and  that  every  family  in  the  district  will 
be  properly  housed. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Rodent  Control  is  a matter  which  has  received  much 
attention  by  the  Council  throughout  the  year.  Both  surface 
and  sewer  treatments  have  been  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Food!s  recommendations,  and  the  results  have  been 
very  encouraging.  Many  difficulties  were  encountered  in  dealing 
with  this  menace,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  treatments 
of  the  sewers  and  drains,  which  owing  to  their  method  of 
construction  and  obsolete  conditions  cannot  be  properly  baited. 


INSPECTION,  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  still  only  five  persons  in  this  area 
producing  milk  for  sale,  and  two  of  these  produces  very 
small  quantity.  Five  producer  retailers  bring  in  milk 
from  other  areas,  principally  from  the  adjoining  rural 
districts.  The  bulk  of  the  milk  retailed  is  pasteurized; 
this  is  brought  in  from  the  Pontypool  Urban  District,  where  there 
are  two  fairly  large  pasteurising  plants. 

The  cow-sheds,  dairies  and  milk-shops,  were  visited 
periodically  during  the  year  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 


3 LAU GH TERHO USES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION . 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  district 
since  the  rationing  of  food  commenced . All  meat  consumed 
in  the  district  with  the  exception  of  imported  meat -is  killed 
at  the  Government  Slaughterhouse,  Brynmawr.  The  quality 
of  meat  supplied  to  the  area  has,  on  the  whole,  been  satisfactory 
and  there  has  been  little  cause  for  complaint.  The  butchers 
shops  and  other  places  where  foods  are  prepared  and  sold  have 
been  visited  and  inspected  at  various  times  by  the  Sanitary 
Ins  pect  or  thro  ughout  the  ye  a r , 


GENERAL  REMARKS  AND  REG OMMSNDATICNS . 

Many  are  the  improvements  required  in  our  town  today, 
but  the  most  important  one  of  all  Is  the  housing.  This  is 
most  acute,  and  is  the  cause  of  great  misery  to  many  people. 

This  question  must  be  solved  if  we  are  to  have  a happy  and 
healthy  community.  The  standard  of  housing  must  be  raised. 

We  have  in  this  town  a large  number  of  houses 
which  are  not  suitable  for  human  habitation,  and  any  replanning 
or  rebuilding  is  sheer  waste  of  labour  and  money,  its  new  houses 
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f w e want  , and  I suggest  tiic-se  could  he  made  from  local  materials 

which  I understand  could  he  made  available . 


TEE  SS  SIl.C'E  SCHEME . 

I hope  this  scheme  will  soon  comemto  operation, 
the  present  antique  system  is  a disgrace  to  our  town. 

I should  like  to  see  a scheme  of  afforestation  for 
our  Mountains.  This  would  not  onl  beautify  our  town,  bit- 
crest  e a new  industry. 

A new  road  to  Forgeside  is  badly  needed,  also  a new 
road  in  the  Upper  Goedcae  region.  I am  speaking  of  the  roads 
as  they  affect  the  health  of  the  people.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  a new  road  to  Mamhilad  via  the  Llanover  Road 
be  constructed.  This  tfould  be  an  excellent  idea,  and 
would  not  only  provide  an  approach  to  someof  the  most 
beautiful  scenery  in  Monmouthshire,  but  make  our  town  more 
accessible  from  a business  point  of  view,  and  so  render  Blaenavon 
less  isolated  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  DISTRICT . 

Area.  4,612  acres. 

Rateable  Value,  £32,974, 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate.  £121, 
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VITAL 

STATISTICS  J 

OR  THE 

YEAR. 

• 

BIRTHS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

^ * 

Le  gi  t ins  t e 

165 

136 

159 

161 

157 

Illegitimate 

15 

9 

10 

6 

5 

TOTAL. 

co' 

H 

r — ! ] 

195 

169 

167 

160 

KALE 

93 

106 

97 

79 

35 

FEMALE 

35 

89 

J72 

38 

75 

TOTAL. 

173 

195 

169 

167 

160 

BIRTH  Rx.,TE  VSR  1,00.0 

OF  THE  POPUL 

AT I ON. 

13.3 

19.8 

17.3 

16.5 

14.9 

STILLBIRTHS . 

Legitimate 

3 

6 

7 

9 

13 

11  legit  mat-  e_ 

_JL 

JD 

_o 

JD 

_o 

TOTAL . 

4 

J3 

.1 

JL 

13 

STILLBIRTH  R^TE  ?ER 

1,000  OF  THE 

POPULATION . 

0.41 

0.60 

0.71 

0,89 

1.1 

DEATHS . 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

.1941 

MALES  . 

87 

SI 

63 

77 

76 

^LglES. 

64 

42 

63 

J55 

48 

151 

105 

151 

152 

124 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,00  0 

OF  TEE  POPUL 

u*TI0N. 

Bias nav on , 

15.6 

10,5 

13 , 3 

13 . 1 

11.  i 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

, 

NUMBER  JDF  J^ATKS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR . 


1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

BOYS 

4 

3 

3 

4 

3 

GIRLS 

6 

2 

4 

2 

.JP 

5 

10 

Q 

O 

10 

Hunts  r 

o f Births 

178 

195 

169 

3.67 

160 

INFANT 

DEATH  RATE  PER 

1,000  BIRTH 

3 REGIS 

TERED . 

IS;*  5 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

56.2 

25,6 

59,2 

47,9 

59.17 

. r 
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PARTICULARS  Oh  INFANT 

DEATHS  DURING  TEE  YE,iR. 

Under  1 week 

3 

1 to  3 months 

0 

1 to  2 weeks 

1 

3 t-o  S months 

1 

2 to  3 weeks 

0 

6 to  9 months 

1 

3 to  4 weeks 

0 

9 to  12  months 

0 

Tct  al  under 

Total  under 

1 month . 

4 

12  months . 

J2 

CANCER  DEATHS . 

Ma les . 

11 

Females  , 

J5 

Total. 

20 

Caus_e_  of  Death  in_ 

the 

Blaenavon  Urban  District, 

1945, 

A s F u rr  i 3 he  d by  t he  Re  g i s t ra  r General. 


No. 

Causes,  Male. 

Female 

h.  i 

T y oh  o i d & o a r a ~ t y p ho  id  Fevc  rs  . 

0 

0 

0 

1 —O 

C i.  r h ro  - s o ins.  1 Fever. 

0 

0 

4 

Scarlet  Fever. 

0 

0 

4, 

"7h or) p i ng  0 o u gh . 

0 

0 

5, 

Diphthe  ria. 

0 

0 

o , 

T u c e r c u 1 o s i s o f Re  s o i r a t o r y S y s t ®; 

0 

4 

7 , 

0 1 he-  c Ro  ms  of  T u h - r c u lo  s i s . 

1 

3 

3 , 

S y p 3.ii  '.two  Diseases. 

0 

0 

9 

Juflup-nzc. . 

0 

0 

10. 

h/V5  0 |j  *L  0 & 

0 

0 

11. 

Ac’uho  ’ polj  o~myel,  A oolio-enceph. 

0 

0 

-12 1 

A c u t e 1 n f , Ence ph . 

0 

0 

13. 

0 ?. n o o r o f Buc  . cav.  A oesoph  ( M ) 

Uterus  (F) 

1 

2 

14, 

Cancer  of  Stomach  h D uod e nurn . 

3 

4 

15 . 

Cancer  of  Breast. 

0 

1 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites. 

7 

o 

17, 

Dia  Le  c-es  » 

1 

2 

13. 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions. 

7 

7 

19. 

Heart  Disease. 

2L 

14 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

2 

0. 

21. 

Bronchitis  . 

8 

3 

22, 

Pneumonia „ 

2 

2 

23- 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 

4 

0 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum. 

1 

0 

25, 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years. 

0 

0 

26. 

Appendicitis , 

0 

0 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases. 

3 

2 

23. 

Nephrit is „ 

4 

1 

29, 

Duer  -oral  & post-  a Port;  sepsis. 

0 

0 

30 

0 the r : aa  t e rna 1 c a us  e s . 

0 

c 

31, 

.?  r ema  t u re  h i rth , 

0 

1 

32 . 

Con, Hair  birth  in j infant  diseases. 

2 

4 

33, 

Suicicl  5 . 

2 

0 

34, 

Road  T ra f f i c Ac d d e nt s . 

1 

0 

35. 

Oth  ::r  v olent  c a us  e-  s . 

4 

0 

35  , 

All  o t he  r causes. 

13 

12 

TOTi id  . 

37 

64 

7 


^RSV^LENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND.  OTHER  DISEASES, 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally.  The  prevalence  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  during  the  pear  ended  December  31st,  191-5 
will  be  seen  from  the  appended  table. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

5ne  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year.  This 
was  a boy  aged  14  years,  who  was  removed  to  hospital.  One  other 
case  was  notified,  but  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  There 
w e re  no  deaths  from  this  disease, 

SCARLET  DIVER . 

Twenty -three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified;  these 
were  of  a very  mild  type,  and  only  two  were  .removod  to  hospital 
These  two  were  evacuees  for  whom  special  .hospital  accommodation 
was  provided. 

PNEUMONIA . 

of  Pneumonia  was  notified;  there  were  4 deaths 
CEREBRO -SPINAL .FEVER . 

of  Ce re bro -spinal  Fever  was  notified;  this  case 
aged  42  years,  but  the  diagnosis  was  not 


MEASLES. 

One  hundred  and  forty  two  cases  of  Measles  were  notified; 
there  were  no  deaths. 


une  casi 
from  this  disease 


One  cfese 
occurred  in  a male 


-P-i  r»ic, 


IMMUNIZATION.  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA . 

The  good  results  consequent  upon  immunization  against 
diphtheria  are  again  shown  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  year,  i.e,  one  case  which  was  not  fatal. 


168  children  were  immunized  during  the  year,  which  shows 
an  improvement  on  last  year's  figure  when  113  children  T,ere 
immunized  . 

It  is  still  necessary  for  me  to  stress  the  importance  to 
parents  of  having  their  children  protected  again:!  this  dread 
disease  at  the  earliest  moment. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES.. OF  INFECTIOUS.  PE  SENSES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE 
~ ~~  TUTST  FIVE  IffiARST" 


.1945. 


Small  Pon. 

Diphtheria.  1 

Scarlet-  Fever.  23 

Enteric  Fever. 

Pneumonia.  1 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Gerebro -spinal  Fever.  1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis, 


Encephalitis  Lethargic a. 
Dysentery* 

ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
Erysipelas.  4 

Measles.  142 

Whoooping  Gough.  1 


1944. 

1945. 

1942. 

1941 

3 

5 

10 

48 

5 

16 

7 

2 

4 

24 

32 

20 

1 

1 

4 

6 

- 

- - 

7 

6 

1 

1 

7 

2 

4 

58 

4 

- 

*4 

2 
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Monthly  Notifications  of  Tuberculosis . 


Month. 

Total , 

Pulmonary. 

Non -Pulmonary . 

Molo. 

Female . 

Male. 

Female . 

J ahuary 

5 

1 

4 

0 

0 

February 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

March 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

April 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Hoy 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

June 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

July 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

August 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

September 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

October 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

November 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

December 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL. _ 

_ 17_ 

. jL 

8 

1 

1 

Comparison  of  Notifications  and  Deaths 

past  Five  years. 


from  Tuberculosis 


during  the 


Year. 

Pulmonary . 

N on  - Pu  lmon  a ry . 

Total. 

Male  • 

Female. 

Mai  e . 

Female . 

1941 

Notifications 

14 

14 

1 

0 

29 

Deaths 

1 

4 

0 

0 

5 

1942 

Notifications 

4 

6 

2 

2 

14 

Deaths 

3 

5 

0 

1 

9 

1943 

Not  if i cat ions 

8 

13 

3 

1 

25 

Deaths 

1 

6 

1 

0 

8 

1944 

Notifications 

8 

17 

1 

3 

29 

Deaths 

3 

3 

1 

1 

8 

1945 

Notifications 

7 

8 

1 

1 

17 

Deaths 

0 

4 

1 

3 

8 
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INCIDENCE  OE  PSA 
DURING  1 1 


CASES 

"fEAR 


OE  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED 


MALE  CASES ► 

Pulmonary . 

Non-pv Imonary . 

Total  • 

Carpenter 

1 

1 

Labourer 

1 

1 

Bl?-cksmith 

1 

1 

Colliery  Haulier, 

? 

JL’ 

1 

Steelworker 

1 

1 

; 

Schoolboys, 

2 

2 

Child  (Pro-school  age) 

1 

1 

TOTAL . 

7 

1 

8 

• 

FEMALE  CA.  .SS 

pulmonary , 

Non -Pulmonary . 

Total. 

Housewives 

5 

5 

Teacher 

1 

1 

Factory  Worker 

1 

1 

Dome  stic  Go r vaht , 

1 

1 

Shop  Assistant, 

1 

1 

TOT/lL*. , 

8 

1 

9_ 
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I am,  Miss  Lewis  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
S i gn  od . J . J , C ROWS . 
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